A Redeemer
Text: Job 19:25-27

Theme: Job looks forward to his vindication by God his Redeemer & to seeing God at the resurrection.
Purpose: To point people in suffering to our hope in God our Redeemer and the resurrection. 
Readings
	1 Cor 15:12-28 

Job 19 
Congregation, 
As you go drive around the city or if you go from one town to another you will often see monuments - formations of stone. These will usually have words inscribed into them recalling some event of the past.
Stone monuments are usually erected to help us remember a person or an event. Some of them remember people who have died in various wars; they often have the words, "Lest we Forget" inscribed into them. 
Job also wanted his words recorded so that others could read them and remember them. He wanted them written down in a scroll, which is what happened because they are recorded here in the Bible. 
But he also wanted them engraved in rock so they would be remembered forever. He wanted his cry of despair recorded, but also his words of hope. 
In this also Job had his wish, because these words have often been inscribed in the headstones of graves as a testimony to the confidence a believer has in God as our Redeemer, and in the hope we have for the resurrection. 
What's more, these words of Job have been inscribed in people's minds and memories by Handel in his famous oratorio, "The Messiah". In one of the soprano airs these wonderful words of the Scriptures are combined with the soaring and beautiful music of Handel. 
In this chapter Job laments the way his friends are tormenting him with their words and he mourns over the suffering and losses he has endured. 
But then he utters these memorable words that describe both his hope in his Redeemer, and his hope in the resurrection. These are the two things we want to consider in these words. They come as a beam of light in the black darkness of the rest of this section. 
First of all then, JOB'S HOPE IN HIS REDEEMER 
The Hebrew word used here for "redeemer" is "goel" and it refers to someone who defended or avenged the rights of another person. 
A redeemer was the nearest relative who had certain obligations to their relative. These included; 
	buying back the family property; 

marrying the widow of a brother who died; 
buying a family member out of slavery; 
even avenging the murder of a relative. 
The same word is used of Boaz in the story of Ruth. Boaz was a kinsman-redeemer to Ruth and he had a responsibility of marrying her - a responsibility he was glad to fulfil because he loved her.
So a Redeemer was one who protected or defended a close relative. 
Job here is expressing his confidence that God would be his redeemer; that God would defend him and vindicate him. His friends were attacking his honour and his integrity. They accused him of serious sin. 
If he had not sinned so badly, they said, he would not be suffering so much.
Job knew that he wasn't perfect and he knew he was a sinner. But he also knew he had not done the sins his friends accused him of. And he was confident that God would defend him. 
He was sure God would defend him even after his death! He was going to die but he knew that God, his Redeemer, lived! (vs 25...) God was the Living God and he would see to it that his name was cleared. 
He looked forward to a day in the future when God would stand as a Judge upon the earth. This could have the legal sense of God acting as a witness for the defendant in a court, testifying that Job was innocent of the charges laid against him - proving that Job was upright and righteous. 
God, in fact, does this at the end of these discussions, when he defends Job to the three friends. 
But Job's hope looks even further ahead, as we know, to the Lord Jesus as our Redeemer. 
Jesus too was God, the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity. God the Father sent His One and Only Son as our Redeemer. 
But Jesus was also a man. He was like us, in every way, except for sin. In this sense he is our closest relative, he is our kinsman, he is our brother, our next of kin. 
He is the best Defender we could have because he is both God and man. He is in the best possible situation to help us because as God he is all-powerful, and as man he understands us. 
Jesus will defend us and protect us. But he doesn't do this because we are righteous, but because he is righteous!
Job wanted God to defend him because of his own righteousness, and God did defend him against the false accusations of his friends.
But Jesus defends us on the basis of his righteousness, not our own. He was the perfect man, who lived the perfect life, who kept the law perfectly, and who defends us before God because of his perfection given to us! 
This should give you confidence before God. If you are honest with yourself you will have to confess your sin before God - you will have to acknowledge that we are selfish and corrupt through and through. 
But your confidence and your righteousness before God are not based on what you do but on what Jesus has done. That is the basis of our assurance of salvation. 
This will also give you patience when you are wronged by others. You don't have to defend your name to the 'n'th degree. You don't have to plead your cause. You don't have to take revenge. No, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay," says the Lord. One day God will clear your name. 
Your Redeemer lives, and one day he will stand upon the earth at his second coming and he will be the Judge of all men. 
Job was prepared to wait for that day - and so should you. 
The Lord Jesus will be your Judge, your Defender, your Redeemer. 
This brings us to consider not only our hope in our Redeemer, but secondly,
OUR HOPE IN THE RESURRECTION 
Job expected to die. He was as sick and ill as any man could be. He was suffering from this terrible skin disease and his flesh was peeling & flaking. He was waiting for the day of his death - he anticipated that soon his skin would be destroyed (vs 26). It wouldn't be long now. 
Every person can expect to die (unless you are still here when the Lord returns). The Lord has pronounced a curse on all mankind: "For dust you are and to dust you will return." (Gen 3:19). We were made from the ground and one day we will all return to the ground.
This is one of the consequences and punishments for sin. The Apostle Paul describes it as the "last enemy". 
For us on earth death is final. There is no bringing someone back. They are "dead and gone" as we say. We can't fix it. When a loved one dies we cannot revive her, we cannot restore him. So there is finality about death as far as our life on earth is concerned. 
But we have a hope in the resurrection 
This is the hope Job had: "And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God" (vs 26). The hope of the resurrection does not come through as often in the Old Testament as it does in the New. But it is there, as in this passage. 
There is some difficulty in the translation of this passage. The Hebrew can read; "Yet apart from my flesh I will see God." (NASB text and NIV footnote). 
That means that Job is confident that when he died his soul would go to heaven and he would see God even though he was "apart from his flesh", or his body. 
Or it can read; "Yet in my flesh I will see God". With this reading Job is looking forward to the final day of the resurrection when he will see God in his resurrected body. Of course, both are true. When you die as a believer your soul goes immediately to be with the Lord. As soon as you are "away from the body" you are "at home with the Lord" (2 Cor 5). 
Yet, as believers, we can look ahead to the return of the Lord Jesus in his second coming. Then the bodies of believers will be raised and we will all see the Lord. 
"Seeing God" is usually associated with the body. This is the hope expressed in the NIV translation - "Yet in my flesh I will see God". 
This is what Job longed for through his suffering. He felt as though he had lost sight of god and he longed to "see God". He longed for a close relationship with the Lord. He wanted to know the Lord was near-by. He earnestly desired a clear view of God in all his glory, majesty and light! 
This shows us that Job was still clinging to God in faith. The book of Job is about suffering; but it is even more about how a person responds to suffering. 
How would Job respond? Would he continue to believe in God and serve him out of a pure and genuine love for his Lord, or would he abandon God because he only had a selfish interest in God's gifts? 
His cries to God show that he was holding on to God for who God was. He was clinging to his relationship with God. 
So this is a story of faith - of faith in God. Of one man's trust and confidence in God through incredible suffering. 
So it is also a lesson in faith - it is pointing you and me to God. It is calling you to trust in God when the other supports and comforts and blessings of life are pulled away. 
We need to keep our eye on the Lord Jesus believing that one day we will see him face to face on the resurrection day. We can believe this because this is certain. 
Job expresses the certainty of this resurrection hope in vs 27; "I myself will see him with my own eyes - I, and not another."
This is his personal and unshakeable confidence - "I myself will see him". 
This is one thing he is absolutely sure of. He had plenty of questions about why all this was happening to him, about God's purpose and his plan in all his suffering - and he didn't have any answers to those questions. But he did believe that one day he would see God with his own eyes. 
This is the great hope and confidence of every Christian. 
There are many things in this life that we don't understand, that we have no explanation for, and for which there are no answers. In this world there is much sorrow and suffering, torture and trial, many problems and much pain. But as believers we look beyond the suffering of this age to the glory that is going to come. 
Seen in this eternal perspective "our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal." (2 Cor 4:17-18). 
This hope for the future is based on the resurrection of Jesus.
Each Sunday again, on the first day of the week, we meet to celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
Without this hope our faith would be futile and we would still be in our sins.
But with this faith we can go on, even through suffering. 
With this faith we can look forward to the day that Jesus will return, when these lowly bodies will be transformed to be like his glorious body. 
So we can say with the same hope and confidence as Job:
"I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God." (vs 25-26) 
Amen.


